
  

 

Garden City Community Church 
   Connections 
    December 2025 

 
Building a community where all are enriched                                                                         

through Christian Love, Service, and Spiritual Renewal.  

Some Musings on Advent… 
 
 
November 30th marks the First Sunday of Advent!  While many of us will still be munching 
on the leftovers from our Thanksgiving feast, the Church quietly ushers in a new year.  Most 
of us don’t even begin to think about a new year beginning until January when the calendar 
year changes, but the worship life of the Church has its own unique rhythms, and the new 
liturgical year begins in late November or early December on the first Sunday of Advent.  
Many of you know that our Church uses a three-year cycle of scripture readings at worship 
called the Common Lectionary, and this Advent we will restart the three-year cycle with the 
readings appointed for Year A. 
 
Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation for Christmas. Just as prophets of old 
waited expectantly for the promised Messiah to come, Advent offers us a respite from the 
secular observances of Christmas and other day-to-day concerns, and a chance make some 
quiet time to prepare our hearts and begin anew. 
 
One of my favorite Advent hymns, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”, is a metrical setting of 
the “O Antiphons” first prayed by early Christians during the seven days leading up to 
Christmas Eve. It expresses the sense of longing felt by those who were faithfully waiting for 
the Messiah to come. 
 
Here at the Garden City Community Church, there are many ways to enjoy Advent; 
attending 10:30am worship on each of the four Advent Sundays, helping to decorate the 
Church on Wed. December 3rd, Candlelight Carols at 4:30pm on Sun. December 7th, and the 
Church School Christmas Pageant on Sun. December 14th are all ways to prepare our hearts 
for the Savior’s coming. 
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! Happy Advent! 
 
Frank L Crosio 
Minister of Music 
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Worship Schedule 
 

Sundays 
10:30 AM 

Livestream & In-person 
 

Tuesdays 
Intercessory 

Prayer Service 
9:30 AM In-person 
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Men’s Breakfast  
 

All men of the church and their visitors are welcome; it is an opportunity to enjoy relaxed fellowship and 

conversation over a shared meal. Next meetings are on December 6th and January 3rd at 8:00 am at the 

Carle Place Diner—151 Old Country Road in Carle Place.  Reservations are not needed.   

 

 

TestTakers starting Winter Classes Soon 

 

TestTakers will be starting classes here in   

January.  They offer SAT prep, ACT prep  and 

academic  tutoring.  If you are interested in 

more information contact the church offer.  

They are offering a special discount to GCCC 

students. 

 

Message from Cindy Campbell,                                        
chair of the Americana Fair 

I want to take this moment to sincerely say that I 
appreciate all the praise I have been given in having 
a successful Americana Fair.  I want you to know 
that I really enjoy being your leader.   It warms my 
heart to see youth, friends & members volunteering 
and sharing time together. It has been my pleasure 
leading you all now and into the future. 

We will be having a recap meeting on Sun. Jan 11th 
after church for those interested in attending. 

Americana Fair 

Thanks to everyone that helped out with the Americana Fair this year.  If you   

donated items for the fair, baked, cooked, sorted or priced items, if you wrapped 

raffle baskets, helped set-up or clean-up, manned any of our rooms, helped with 

security, or purchased items—THANK YOU.  We couldn’t have done it without 

you. 

Next year’s Fair will be on Saturday, November 7, 2026.  We will start            

collecting items after Easter beginning on Tuesday, April 7, 2026. 
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  MINISTRY ACTIVITIES  

  Worship Altar Flower Donations 

A $50.00 dollar donation provides a gift of love! Use this link:                                                 
https://www.gardencitycommunitychurch.org/give and go to the 
online giving ‘quick give’ and choose the dropdown line: ‘Give to 2025 
Flowers’ - or - hand deliver or mail to The Garden City Community Church. 
 
Sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-54023564-2025 

Include the wording you wish us to include in the Order of Worship. 

2025 Fellowship Hour Sign Up      
 

Hosting Refreshment and Friendship after worship conversation 

Perhaps hospitality and hosting are your passion. Schedule two ways: 

notebook in the Parlor or: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904084BACAD2EAA8-54023569-2025 

Questions? Call the office at (516) 746-1700 or  email churchoffice@thegccc.org  

Fund a Refreshment and Friendship conversation time:                                                                              
https://www.gardencitycommunitychurch.org/give and go to the online giving ‘quick give’ 
and choose the dropdown line: ‘Give to 2025 Fellowship’. 

The Chosen—Series Viewing and Discussion 

    

Wednesday, December 3rd and 10th at 7:00 pm will be the last two sessions of our series 
viewing and discussion of the series, ‘The Chosen’.  We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gardencitycommunitychurch.org/give
mailto:churchoffice@thegccc.org
https://www.gardencitycommunitychurch.org/give
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Tuesday Prayer Service  

The Prayer Service welcomes anyone who wishes to join us. We are meeting in the Chapel Tuesday     
mornings at  9:30 am.   Please email the office if  you have a  prayer request.    

All requests are kept confidential.                      

 
                                                          
 

 

 

 

Worship Ushers or Liturgists Opportunity  

 
Perhaps you would love to serve as an usher or liturgist on Sunday morning? 

Please call the church office at (516) 746-1700 or email us  at churchoffice@thegccc.org.   

Here is the link to sign up to be a liturgist: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-

54020501-2025   

Christmas Giving Opportunities  
 

Gifts for the Children of Nueva Vida Presbyterian Church—Deadline is Sun. Dec. 7th 
If you want to sign up to purchase a Christmas gift for a child this year here is the link to sign 

up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-60592051-2025  
Once you sign up we will supply you with the name of the child to put on the gift tag 

 
Gifts for the mothers at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility—Deadline is Sun. Dec. 7th 

We are again collecting unwrapped gifts for the mothers at Bedford Hills.  See the flyer in 
this newsletter for the gift ideas. 

 
Hat, Scarf  & Mitten Tree—Deadline is Sun. Dec. 7th 

Our ‘tree ‘ is set up in the church building hallway if you want to donate a hat, scarf, or 
mittens for a person in need 

 
Food Donations for the LICC Emergency Food Pantry 

Non-perishable food items are always needed—especially during the holidays. 

mailto:churchoffice@thegccc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-60592051-2025


14 



15 

Stewardship Campaign 

’Dreaming God’s Dream’ no gift too small, no dream too big has ended 

 

 

 
 
Our Stewardship Campaign ended on Stewardship Sunday, November 23rd but if you didn’t 
pledge yet, you still have time.  You can pick up a pledge card in the church hallway , you can 
go to the church website:  https://www.thegccc.org/ and then click on the give/pledge 
button. Then you can make a pledge through the 2026 Pledge ‘make a pledge’ button. Or if 
you prefer,  you can pledge online by clicking on the QR code below. 

 

 

 

    
 

Christmas is coming, please Join us… 

Worship 

Sun. Dec 14 10:30am   Christmas Pageant & Service 

Christmas Eve 4:30pm Family Service 

Christmas Eve 10:00pm Candlelight Communion Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 

Sat. Dec. 6 8:00am   Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale 

Sun. Dec. 7 4:30pm    Candlelight Christmas Concert 

 

https://www.thegccc.org/
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NEWS FROM THE OFFICE 
HAVE YOU CHANGED ANY OF YOUR CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION LATELY? 

Moving or preparing to move? 

Do you have a new address, a new phone number or a new e-mail address? 

Do you want to receive our weekly e-blasts about all the activities going on in the church? 

Are you getting the mailings from the church? 

Please let the church office know if any of your information has changed so that we can stay in touch with 
you!  We are updating our files and want to make sure we have the correct information.   

 
Members at Home List  

 
If you or a loved one would like to be included on our ‘Members at Home’ list or if you have 
moved to a residential facility, please make the church office aware by emailing us at:. 
churchoffice@thegccc.org  or calling us at (516) 746-1700 prompt 2. We want to make sure 
we can reach out to you! Do you know a church member that we should add to this list? If 
so, please let us know. 
 

GC Community Church Tech Team 

We are looking for youth (and the otherwise young-at-heart) to contribute to bringing our 

weekly services, special services, and other content to our homebound and our away-from-

home members.  This is also our chance to reach out to those seeking a new church home.  

But we cannot do this alone, we need your help, or your children’s help in making this 

happen.  Absolutely no experience required, and while we will guide newcomers, we will 

also gladly take advice from the old sages. 

Contact Steve Short, Tim Martens, or William Stone  

Or Just join us some Sunday, in the balcony 

 

 

mailto:churchoffice@thegccc.org


17 

Musical Ensembles                                                                                                            
September through June 

 
Adult Choir – Open to H.S. students through adults. Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings 
from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm.  The choir sings from Welcome Day in September through Church 
School Sunday in June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth/Church School Choir – Open to grades 3-5.  Rehearses during Church School.           
Performs at the 10:30 am service before Church School dismissal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Handbell Choir – Open to H.S. students through adults.  Rehearsals are planned in modules 
before each performance.  Performs 4 times a year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth Band – Open to grades 8-12 and college students.  Performs on special occasions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information contact Frank Crosio, Minister of Music at music@thegccc.org   

mailto:music@thegccc.org
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