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Inclusively Drawing In

Hello Garden City Community Church,
What a joy it is to finally write these words as your new senior minister.

Over these last months, as we have slowly gotten to know one another through conversations, interviews,
emails, meals, laughter, and worship, | have found myself increasingly grateful for the spirit of this
community. From the very beginning, there has been a warmth, curiosity, generosity, and openness here
that has deeply moved me. Thank you for welcoming me so wholeheartedly into your church family.

And now, here we are.
Beginning again.

| have been thinking a great deal lately about what it means to begin. Not to begin from scratch, of course.
Churches are living things, shaped by years of faithfulness, relationships, memories, risks, losses, hopes,
and countless ordinary acts of love and service. We do not arrive untouched by story. We inherit one.

And yet every new season asks something of us.

It asks us to pay attention again.
To listen again.
To imagine again.

One of the things that excites me most about Garden City Community Church is that this already feels like
a community willing to do exactly that. There is a spirit of thoughtfulness and possibility here that | find
incredibly hopeful.

As many of you already know, my own work in ministry and theology has often centered around questions:
guestions about faith, meaning, scripture, doubt, justice, imagination, and what it means to live spiritually
serious lives in an increasingly complicated world. | do not believe faith requires us to shut down our
intellect, our curiosity, or our honesty. In fact, | think the opposite may be true. Some of the most
meaningful moments in life and faith begin when we dare to ask deeper questions together.

And perhaps that is part of what church can still be in our world today: not a place where we pretend to
have everything figured out, but a place where we learn how to live thoughtfully, courageously,
compassionately, and hopefully together.

That kind of community matters deeply to me.
And | already sense that it matters deeply to many of you too.

As | prepare for my first Sunday with you on June 7, | do so with genuine excitement and gratitude. |
cannot wait to worship with you, laugh with you, learn with you, and dream together about what this next
chapter of GCCC might become.

Until then, thank you again for your kindness, your trust, and your welcome.
With gratitude and anticipation,
Maria

Rev. Dr. Maria Francesca French, Senior Minister, Garden City Community Church




A Message from our Council of Trustees (COT) Chair

"Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you
not perceive it? | am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland." Isaiah 43:18-19

| am excited to welcome and work with Rev. Dr. Maria Francesca French, our new Senior Pastor this month.
We, at the GCCC, have wandered through the wilderness for several years but have managed to maintain
our faith foundations, ministering to our congregation and those outside our church building. With a small,
passionate group of volunteers and guest preachers, the church has remained strong and relevant. With
the addition of Rev. Maria to our church family, | foresee new and exciting times for the GCCC. Looking to-
wards the future, with a strong faith leader now at our helm, we will continue to serve our church commu-
nity and beyond with new programs to promote faith and fellowship. Following Jesus’ example and guid-
ance from Rev. Maria, we will exit the wilderness and enter into the light, to build a stronger and more vi-
brant church to take us into the future. Please join me on June 7" to welcome Rev. Maria and her hus-
band, Simon into our church family.

While summer is a time for beaches and vacations, the GCCC continues to provide programing for its
church family and serve those in need throughout the summer. Come enjoy faith and fellowship with us on
Sundays and help in the “Giving Garden”, as well as purchase needed household items for seniors (see the
flyer in this newsletter) through the New Life Center (LI Pantry). We need your help to continue our essen-
tial service projects, support our children, youth and members of all ages, to remain a strong faithful com-
munity in Jesus Christ.

Friday, May 29" — Intergenerational Game Night (6pm)
Saturday, June 6™ — Men’s breakfast (8am, Carle Place Diner)
Sunday, June 7™ — Rev. Dr. Maria Francesca French’s first Sunday (10:30am)

Sunday, June 14™ — Children’s Day celebration followed by a picnic (10:30am, please sign up to bring some-
thing) https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-63729224-childrenst#/

Sunday, June 28" — Commissioning of the Mission Trip (10:30am)
Sunday, July 19" — Mission Trip Youth lead service (10:30am)

Saturday, July 25" — Lobster Dinner on church lawn (look for announcements)
Remember, a strong church is one that worships together, serves together and supports one another!!

Faithfully,
Karin Melkonian - Chair, COT Church

E Council


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-63729224-childrens#/
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Children’s Day — June 14" at 10:30 am

Join us at our Sunday service on June 14th at 10:30 am as we celebrate our church’s youth.
We will be honoring all the awesome work the kids have been doing and all the amazing
volunteers who helped make this happen. We will have a same day lunch after the service.
Please use the following link to let us know if you are attending and/or if you will be
bringing some sides or desserts (if you are able.)
https://www.sighupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-63729224-childrens

Men’s Breakfast

All men of the church and their visitors are welcome; it is an opportunity to enjoy relaxed
fellowship and conversation over a shared meal. Next meetings are on June 6th & July 4th
at 8:00 am: Carle Place Diner 151 Old Country Road in Carle Place. Reservations are not
needed.

‘Mems Preskint

Commiissioning of the Mission Trip

Join us on Sunday, June 28th at our 10:30 am service as we commission our Mission Trip
prior to them leaving for their trip to Colorado Springs, CO. Then join us again on Sunday,
July 19th at our 10:30 am Sunday service when the Mission Trippers return to tell us about
all the things they accomplished on their trip.

Parents/Leaders/Mission Trippers—Please join us for a meeting in Gardner Hall on

June 28th after the church service to go over last minute information before the trip.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-63729224-childrens

Save the Date

Saturday: July 25th
Lobster Dinner with live entertainment
Rain or Shine!

Details to follow along with contact information

Food Pantry Bi-weekly Food Collections

We are now taking our food donations to: the New LIFE Center-Long Island.
They can use all non-perishable food items abut especially are in need of:

e dried beans (red, black or white)

e jelly/jam

e juice boxes or 64 oz. bottles

e coffee - instant/regular

¢ hygiene products: feminine products, deodorant, soap, shampoo, shaving creme, toothpaste,
toothbrushes

e spices: adobo, cumin curry, garlic, pepper, salt

¢ condiments: ketchup, mayonnaise, mustard, salad dressing, canola oil

e baby products: diapers (sizes 4-6), or pull ups, baby food, hygiene products

¢ household: aluminum foil, cleaners, garbage bags, toilet paper, paper towels, laundry pods

¢ dog and cat food (NO Grain free please)

Our next scheduled donation drop-off dates are June 10th and 24th. Please drop off your non-perishable
food items on this dates before noon on the Whitehall Blvd. porch.
If you want to sign up to be a driver to deliver our donations, please sign up here:

https://www.sighupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-60986164-2026



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-60986164-2026

New LIFE Center—Long Island Pantry

We have been donating our non-perishable food items to the New LIFE Center—LI
(located in Franklin Square, NY) since the LICC Emergency Food Pantry closed. They
receive client referral from various social service such as Nassau University Medical Cen-
ter, NYU Langone, Northwell Health and Catholic Health as well as members of the clergy.
The referrals are valid for 6 months. Seniors 65 years old and over do not need a referral.
They also serve anyone who comes in once and then they evaluate their needs and refer
them to an agency who can provide them with a referral for the New LIFE Center and
provide additional assistance as needed. They provide essential services to individuals &
families in need throughout Nassau County.

This is one of the few client-choice food pantries in Nassau County. This model allows
clients to select the foods that best meet their families’ needs and preferences, including
pet food for cats and dogs. Clients can shop by appointment once a month. They make
every effort to assist anyone who comes to the center seeking help.

In addition to the food pantry, they have the following programs: An infant layette
program: New mothers facing financial hardship can receive infant formula, baby food,
diapers, baby clothing, blankets, and other essential items for infants and toddlers.

A back-to-school program: Families with children can receive backpacks, lunch boxes, and
school supplies during August and September.

Angel-Tree Christmas Program: Churches and individuals sponsor children, seniors and
disabled adults by purchasing gifts from Clients’ wish lists. Families who were unable to
register for sponsored gifts are invited to a special day of ‘holiday shopping’ where they
can choose presents for their children from a variety of donated items.

Holiday Food Programs: At Thanksgiving & Easter, they distribute special holiday bags
filled with seasonal foods to individuals and families in need. They offer clients the
opportunity to choose a bag with ‘traditional’ food or a Latin food assortment.

At the moment they serve 89 seniors and 1, 200 people per month. They have been
distributing an average of 15,000 pounds of food per month to their clients.

Please look in this newsletter for the list of non-perishable food items they need at this

time AL
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The Ministry Team Invites All to
Participate in the Ministry Activities at the GCCC

o
o > ‘ :‘?
& =

Ministry
Team

Give a Gift of Love by Donation of Altar Flowers
https://www.signupgenius.com/g0/904084BACAD2EAA8-60985577-2026

Provide Refreshments for Fellowship
https://www.signupgenius.com/ g0/904084BACAD2EAA8-60985864-2026

Be a Guest Liturgist
https://www.signupgenius.com/go0/904084BACAD2EAA8-60985875-2026

Become an Usher
Call the office at (516) 746-1700 or email churchoffice@thegccc.org

ON-LINE GIVING

Garden City Community Church is partnered with Breeze Church Management Systems to
support our On-line Giving Initiative.

If you would like to set up “Recurring Contributions” or make a “Onetime Contribution” to
support our many Ministries, please click on the link below. Our online giving platform
allows us to align our congregational giving with our member data base, resulting in
greater efficiency and clarity for Church Members.

https://gccc.breezechms.com/login/create

Giving can also be accessed through GCCC website via the “GIVE” button

https://gardencitycommunitychurch.org

We appreciate your support in our efforts. If you have any questions or concerns, please
call Liz in the office (516)746-1700.

/ )
W

Online|[ Giving



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-60985577-2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084BACAD2EAA8-60985875-2026
mailto:churchoffice@thegccc.org
https://gccc.breezechms.com/login/create
https://gardencitycommunitychurch.org

Tuesday Prayer Service

The Prayer Service welcomes anyone who wishes to join us. We are meeting in the chapel
Tuesday mornings at 9:30 am. Please email the office if you have a prayer
request. All requests are kept confidential.

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE

HAVE YOU CHANGED ANY OF YOUR CORRESPONDENCE
INFORMATION LATELY?

Donations for Americana Fair

We are collecting donated items for

. . . i i ?
this year’s Americana Fair. Please Moving or preparing to move?

contact Gloria in the office for Do you have a new address, a new
more info or to schedule a drop-off | phone number or a new e-mail address?
time at (516) 746-1700 option 2.

Do you want to receive our weekly e-blasts about all
The fair will be held on Saturday,

the activities going on in the church?
Nov. 7th from 10am-3pm.

Are you getting the mailings from the church?

Please let the church office know if any of your

//'ﬁ“‘ﬁ%% information has changed so that we can stay in
%‘g w touch with you! We are updating our files and want

to make sure we have the correct information.

GC Community Church Tech Team

We are looking for youth (and the otherwise young-at-heart) to contribute to bringing our
weekly services, special services, and other content to our homebound and our away-from-
home members. This is also our chance to reach out to those seeking a new church home.
But we cannot do this alone, we need your help, or your children’s help in making this
happen. Absolutely no experience required, and while we will guide newcomers, we will
also gladly take advice from the old sages.

Contact Steve Short, Tim Martens, or William Stone

Or Just join us some Sunday, in the balcony
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Nourishing Long Island’s Future

Food Labels and Product Dating
Information
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| |
Information adapted from the US Department of Agriculture (USDA)
126 Spagnoli Rd @ Melville, NY 11747 o (631) 873-4775
www.islandharvest.org

If you are in doubt about what non—perishable food items you can give to the food
pantry, you can always donate them and they will check out the dates. Or you can look
at this flyer prepared by Island Harvest for more information.
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BEWARE OF PHISHING SCAMS!

Please be aware of phishing scam attempts that could potentially target
members of our congregation. Scammers may pose as church staff or leaders,
requesting money, gift cards, or personal information via email, text, or
phone calls.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF FROM PHISHING SCAMS

@ --------------- (© © © VERIFY THE SENDER ) (000 DONTCLICK! ) @
If you receive a message Scammers often send
claiming to be from fake links that lead to
church leadership, verify harmful websites. When in| | BEZ=
by calling the church doubt, visit the official
office or speaking to the church website directly.
| person directly. Jou Can Never Be Too Careful
@ """""""" (© © © CHECKFORRED FLAGS ) (00O DONTSHARE | g @
.t;:g". Look for poor grammair, Never Share Personal or
\&/ urgent requests, or Financial Information - (=]
% suspicious links. The church will never ask
Scammers often create a for passwords, or
sense of urgency to trick sensitive banking details
| Yyou. \vio email or text.

© O © PAYMENT REOUEST@ © © © TRUST YOUR GUT i @
The church will not If something seems off,
request donations through take a moment to verify
gift cards, wire transfers, before responding.
or other untraceable Scammers rely on quick,
methods. If asked, it’s emotional reactions.
\Iikelg a scam. Gollow Your Instincts!
""" - © © © STAY SECURE B © © © REPORT SUSPICIONS ) @
)j Use strong passwords If you receive a @
and enable multi-factor questionable email or
- authentication (MFA) on text, do not reply—report
your accounts to add an it to the church office
extra layer of protection. immediately.
\Better Safe Than Sorry! @haring is Caring!
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IDENTIFY THE TYPE
OF PHISHING

n::

EMAIL PHISHING

Fraudulent emails posing
as legitimate entities to
trick users into revealing
personal information or
clicking on malicious links.

VISHING (VOICE
PHISHING)

Phone calls or voice
messages aiming to deceive
individuals into providing
sensitive information or
performing actions.

SMISHING (SMS
PHISHING)

Text messages containing
links or prompts to reveal
personal details or visit
malicious websites.

PHARMING

Redirecting users to fake
websites through DNS
manipulation or malware,
aiming to steal login
credentials or sensitive
information.
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Musical Ensembles

September through June

Adult Choir — Open to H.S. students through adults. Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings
from 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm. The choir sings from Welcome Day in September through Church
School Sunday in June.

Youth/Church School Choir — Open to grades 3-5. Rehearses during Church School.
Performs at the 10:30 am service before Church School dismissal.

Handbell Choir — Open to H.S. students through adults. Rehearsals are planned in modules
before each performance. Performs 4 times a year.

For more information contact Frank Crosio, Minister of Music at music@thegccc.org



mailto:music@thegccc.org
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hope and healing AVAILABLE FOR ANY NEW YORK RESIDENT
ente r Prepared especially for LCC Congregations & Schools

“Do Less”

Over-Programming Children Can Lead to Increased Anxiety
By Elizabeth Geiling, Ph.D., LMHC-D, NCC
LCC’s Executive Director

reasonably accommodate. Although the athletic events, musical rehearsals, voice lessons, and last-minute
academic projects had a frenetic, lively appeal, they also took away peaceful, quiet family moments and created
a lot of stress.

q S a mother of four adult children, I recall busy weeks packed with more activities than any family could

Years ago, I was sitting at a 5" grade basketball game and the parent
conversation centered on whether the curriculum of math and Take note of what your child
science was strong enough for our kids who were going to need to : PRI

compete in the “g%obal e%onomy.” Meanwhile, I w%:ls tl;(;inking about enjoys, what a Ct_l vit) e 5 they
how many loads of laundry we could accomplish before bedtime seem to engage in with ease
and whether dinner might have to be the hot dog fundraiser in the and natural comfort.

hallway. Honestly, I was never concerned about the “global
economy” and “training” my children for success. I trusted we
would figure it out.

A family that is always on the move with “activities that count” toward future development creates a highly activated
nervous system and opens up the flood gates for anxiety to move right in. The over-programming of children is having a
huge impact on their mental health. Nearly 11% of children ages 3 to 17 have been diagnosed with an anxiety disorder
(CDC.Gov).

Childhood is not about acquiring expertise, it is about exploration — a gentle journey meant to unfold naturally allowing
for unstructured play and imagination (Institute of Child Psychology). It is important for children to understand they are
worth more than the sum total of their production or accomplishments.

However, the parental pressure is legitimate, parents want the best for their children, and it is
challenging because there are many opportunities for enrichment. No one wants to be viewed
as a slacker. My colleague, an esteemed child-psychiatrist, has this advice to parents — “Do
Less.” Take note of what your child enjoys, what activities they seem to engage in with ease
and natural comfort. Consider the child’s temperament and assess whether they want to be
this busy. One of my children used to ask before agreeing to any activity, “how many free
days will I have if I do this?”

Developmental psychologist, Jean Piaget and Educator, Maria Montessori, are credited with
the philosophy that unstructured play is the “work of childhood.” Concurrently, brain research
supports that play opens the neural pathways and wires the brain socially, cognitively and

LCC Executive Director . . . .
Dr. Betty Geiling emotionally (Jonathan Haidt, The Anxious Generation).

Jonathan Haidt emphasizes that free play, with no adult direction, and some measure of risk attached is essential because
it teaches children to take care of themselves and each other. As we begin to make plans for the summer vacation, I
encourage you to “Do Less” and engage in activities that do not count for anything. I imagine the outcome will be a
family that is more relaxed and children who have the ability to compete in the global economy!

To learn more about LCC'’s Executive Director Dr. Elizabeth Geiling, Ph.D., LMHC-D, NCC and all LCC’s Counselors, go to

https.://www.lccny.org/meetourcounselors.
Call the Lutheran Counseling Center at 516-741-0994 or 1-800-317-1173 or e-mail us at Center@lccny.org to set an appointment.
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June

7

Sunday Service/Sunday School 10:30 am-
Middle School Youth Group 6:00 pm

14
Sunday Service/Children’s Day 10:30 am
Children’s Day Luncheon 11:30 am

21
Sunday Service/Sunday School 10:30 am
Fellowship Hour 11:30 am

28

Sunday Service/Commissioning of the Mission
Trip/Sunday School 10:30 am

Fellowship Hour 11:30am

Mission Trip Parent/Leader/Mission Trippers
meeting — 11:30 am

Council of Trustees (COT) meeting - noon

1

F&A Meeting 5:30 pm

15

22

29

Tuesday

9

Prayer Service 9:30 am

16

Prayer Service 9:30 am

23

Prayer Service 9:30 am

30

Prayer Service 9:30 am

3
10
Food Donation
drop off - noon
17
24

Food Donation

drop off - noon

4
Adult Choir Rehearsal 7pm

1

Adult Choir Rehearsal 7pm

18

25

2026

5

12

Intergenerational
Mini-Golf at Spring
Rock Golf 6:00pm

19

26

Wednesday Thursday H Saturday

[
Men’s Breakfast

Carle Place Diner 8:00 am

13

20

27



